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RS Components presents first live demo of Embedded Development Platform at Electronica 2008

Prototype development made easy

Oxford, UK. 30 October 2008 RS Components, the leading international distributor of electronic, electro-mechanical and industrial products, is offering visitors to this year’s Electronica the chance to see the first live demo of its Embedded Development Platform (EDP). A universal development tool for rapid prototype development of microcontroller driven designs, it is the first of its kind that is manufacturer-independent. 
For Electronica, RS Components has turned the stand itself into a live demo, using the RS EDP to manage the power to the demo area and to control the counter display. Additional applications on the stand, including the demo of NeuroRobotics’ ‘NeuroArm’ that was integrated into a mobile robot by using the RS EDP, complete the demonstration of how the RS EDP helps design engineers to develop new solutions quickly and cost efficiently.

The EDP embraces a three element concept, including a re-usable baseboard, a combination of up to four CPU Modules and up to four Application Modules. It is the first tool that offers a standard platform where designers can evaluate different microcontroller technologies and applications for prototype development independently from manufacturers. 

“The EDP is a solution that is perfectly adapted to the needs of today’s design engineers, taking into consideration the complex process of prototype development and strong time-to-market pressure in this segment”, explains Nick Jefferies, General Manager, Electronics at RS Components. “As a common platform, the EDP reduces design and construction times from weeks to days and the project costs by removing the need to purchase and adapt to multiple manufacturer-specific development kits, enabling the design engineer to spend more time on their core business;  inventing.”
In the past electronic design engineers would have to purchase a development kit which is specific to one microcontroller and generally not re-usable. As engineers continuously upgrade their equipment to keep up with the fast changing technology landscape, the old development boards are laid to rest. This is not only a complex and expensive undertaking but it also costs the engineer time interfacing the new software and hardware products to existing application circuits.

At Electronica 2008 RS Components will furthermore showcase a selection of its huge energy efficiency product range of over 1600 components, systems and modules from leading manufacturers, helping engineers to design products with a lower cost of ownership, extended lifetime and a smaller carbon footprint. 

Engineers that want to see different demos of how the EDP can be used and find out more about its benefits and about RS Components energy efficient product range can visit Stand No. 143 / Hall A4.

About Electrocomponents

Electrocomponents plc is one of the largest global catalogue and web-based distributors of electronic, electro-mechanical and industrial components. 

Operating under the trading brands of RS Components, Radiospares, Radionics and Allied Electronics in the U.S., the Group serves nearly 1.6 million customers in over 80 countries worldwide.  Through operations in 27 countries and 16 warehouses, RS distributes 450,000 products from over 2,500 suppliers. 

The Group has an annual turnover of over £925 million and is listed on the London Stock Exchange. 

For more details on the Group please visit the corporate website (www.electrocomponents.com).
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